Canada Games celebrates 50 unforgettable years with
gold-medal winning performance
(Winnipeg, August 13, 2017) After two amazing weeks of celebrating excellence in sport in
Canada, the 2017 Canada Summer Games Host Society and Co-Hosts, Treaty No. 1, Treaty
No. 3 and the Metis Nation represented by the Manitoba Metis Federation along with 6,000
passionate volunteers are bidding adieu to The Hottest Summer in Half a Century and one of
the most successful Canada Games ever.
From July 28 to August 13, 4,000 athletes and an estimated 20,000+ visitors experienced
Friendly Manitoba (along with Kenora, ON.) during the 50th anniversary of the Canada Games
and the 150th of Confederation. Those two milestones made for an incredible backdrop to a
Canada Games where athletes reported the record breaking crowds inspired them to reach
personal bests.
For two wonderful weeks this summer as the country watched from the edge of their seats hands raised in the air and voices elevated with excitement and pride - young athletes came
together for an athletic competition like no other.
“Throughout the Games athletes inspired us with their talent, spirit and the sheer joy they
brought to the task of competing and sharing this experience with fellow athletes from around
the country,” remarked Hubert Mesman, Co-Chair of the Host Society. “Their grace under
pressure speaks to their character and leadership potential while their performances here have
inspired and moved us! We wish them continued success in both their athletic careers and life
aspirations.”
"Today is a day of many emotions. You came as ambassadors of your Province or Territory with
a passion for sports and you have really impressed us!" said Mariette Mulaire, Co-Chair of the
Host Society. “Whether you won or lost, we hope you will have a lasting memory from your
participation in the Games and the life experience it provided.
“Our deep appreciation and sincere thanks to the 6,000 volunteers who went above and beyond
to deliver a memorable experience for the athletes, visitors, spectators and media,” remarked
Jeff Hnatiuk, President and CEO, 2017 Canada Summer Games Host Society. “Our sea of
orange was everywhere this summer as they enthusiastically committed over 400,000 hours of
their time to make these Games a success.”

New Canada Games sport records set
The 50th edition of the Canada Games was one for the record books, with several records
shattered during two weeks of competition. From new records in athletics to a perfectly pitched
softball game and a full medal set in diving from a third generation Canada Games athlete,
spectators had much to cheer about during the first week of the 2017 Canada Summer Games.
In Week 2, several record-setting times were achieved in the pool and a new record was set for
the number of medals won at one Canada Games. Ontario swimmer Hanna Hendersen won 11
medals, surpassing the 9-medal performance of Albertan Ray Betuzzi established at the 2005
Canada Games in Regina. Alberta’s Cole Pratt along with Ontario’s Graysen Bernard also broke
the record with 10 medals, becoming the most decorated male athletes in a single edition of the
Canada Games.
Host province's Team Manitoba also set a new record-high for medals won at the Canada
Games with 42, soaring past the previous record of 35 medals.
2017 Games raise the bar for attendance





Over the course of two weeks of competition and ceremonies 150,000 spectators
embraced the excitement of the Games;
The gold medal baseball game between Manitoba and Saskatchewan set a new U17
national championship record with 6,800 passionate fans in attendance at Shaw Park;
Over the first week of competition more than 1.5M Canadians tuned in to some portion
of Canada Games coverage on TSN/RDS;
There were 544,522 total webcast views over two weeks across 90 countries.

The Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries Canada Games Festival was a hub for athletes, spectators and
visitors who were looking for a place to gather after competition. The Festival celebrated the
many unique facets of Canadian culture by showcasing professional artists from across
Canada.
More than 15,000 people passed through the Festival grounds per day on average to enjoy the
beautiful weather and outstanding music. The MacDon Family Zone at Parks Canada Place
featured a variety of fun, recreational activities for children and young families including the
Vancouver Aquarium’s Aquavan to hoop dancing workshops, Icelandic Games and a virtual
reality experience to mark Canada’s 150th birthday.
Sadly, the Canada Games Flame will go out tonight, but the spirit of The Hottest Summer in Half
a Century and the many legacies that have been achieved will remain for many, many years.

QUOTES
Government of Canada
“Over the last 17 days, Canada’s best young athletes displayed skill, courage and
perseverance,” said the Honourable Carla Qualtrough, Minister of Sport and Persons with
Disabilities. “Their pursuit of excellence will no doubt inspire Canada’s next generation of
champions. On behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to congratulate the athletes,
the 2017 Canada Summer Games Host Society, the Canada Games Council, the thousands of
volunteers, the Province of Manitoba, and the City of Winnipeg for delivering a remarkable
Games. Thanks to you, Canadians were able to experience the hottest summer in half a
century.”
Province of Manitoba
“As the host province, the proud memories of these Canada Summer Games will last a lifetime.
We will always remember the spirit of teamwork, community and volunteerism that made these
past weeks such a success. A huge congratulations and thank you to all involved for your
accomplishments.”
City of Winnipeg
“I’m so proud of all the Winnipeggers who stepped up as volunteers, fans, and whole-hearted
supporters of the 2017 Canada Summer Games – The Hottest Summer in Half a Century,” said
Mayor Brian Bowman. “Congratulations to all the athletes, and their coaches, friends and
families. I hope everyone had a chance to create some great, lasting memories in Winnipeg
and I encourage you to tell your friends why Winnipeg is one of the top destination spots in the
country – we’re happy to welcome you back, any time.”
Canada Games Council
“The 2017 Canada Summer Games have always been special in that they are our 50th
anniversary Games," said Tom Quinn, Canada Games Council Chairman. "Now, they are
special because of the historic feats the athletes achieved on the biggest stage. From three
athletes earning over 10 medals to two athletes breaking the 100m sprint record, the athletic
achievements we witnessed elevated the Canada Games and have set the stage for the next 50
years of the Canada Games. The 2017 Canada Games Host Society and the thousands of
volunteers have certainly made this a memorable event."
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About the 2017 Canada Summer Games
Winnipeg, Manitoba will host the Canada Summer Games July 28 – August 13, 2017. Featuring
16 sports, over 250 events and a major cultural festival, the 2017 Canada Games will welcome
over 4,000 athletes and coaches and more than 20,000 visitors. Celebrating the Games’ 50th
anniversary and acknowledging Canada’s 150th anniversary, the Canada Games are this
country’s largest multisport event for young athletes. They will leave a lasting legacy of new and
enhanced sport facilities, volunteer and leadership development that will benefit athletes and the
broader community for years to come. This event has been made possible in part by the
Government of Canada, Province of Manitoba and City of Winnipeg. canadagames.ca/2017
About the Co-Hosts:
The 2017 Canada Summer Games Host Society acknowledges and welcomes our official CoHosts, the First Nation communities of Treaty No.1, Treaty No.3, and the Metis Nation,
represented by the Manitoba Metis Federation (MMF) whose traditional lands and waters the
2017 Games will be held upon. As we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Canada Games
and the 150th anniversary of Confederation, the Host Society also recognizes the thousands of
years the First Nations communities have called this territory home and the hundreds of years it
has been the home of the Metis peoples.
The Host Society and Co-Hosts respectively thank Turtle Lodge and the many Elders and
Grandmothers that have provided the Games with cultural guidance and teachings that will
make the 2017 Canada Summer Games one of the most inclusive in its 50 year history.
For more information, or to arrange interviews/media availability, please contact:
Monique LaCoste
Media Relations Consultant
2017 Canada Summer Games
mlacoste@2017canadagames.ca
Mobile: 204-451-1202

